How to Do an Interview with the Media

1. Be there on time. If others are to do the interview with you, make sure they are on time too.

2. Be relaxed and friendly, like you have done this before, even if you haven’t.

3. If the reporter/ film crew comes to your home, offer them a cup of tea or coffee and a biscuit. They may have had a long drive to get to you and this will put them into a better mood.

4. Dress sensibly. If you are asked to wear “ritual garb”, don’t go over the top with big swords or too much jewellery, or anything that would make you subject to ridicule. Less is more in these situations. Picture seeing yourself from the point of view of the average person watching the programme or reading the article. Does your appearance enhance or detract from the image of Pagan Pride?

5. When asked a question, do not just say “yes” or “no”. Reporters hate that because they can’t get decent quotes for their story or tv segment. Neither should you babble on forever. Rehearse some “soundbites”: a few concise sentences about questions you are likely to be asked.

6. Make sure they get the relevant data about your event even if they forget to ask! Sometimes junior staff will be assigned to cover your story on a heavy news day, and they may be nervous too. Tell them at the start about your Pagan Pride Day: when, where, what time, details about parking, if children and dogs are welcome, what to bring (food, something to sit on, whatever), special events and speakers at your PPD, what will happen if it rains, disabled access, toilet access, where does the money go from your fund-raising projects/auctions, time of the Ritual, and BEST TIME FOR PHOTO OPP! (this is usually the Ritual and closing ceremony). Some media may be free to stay from start to finish but this is unlikely. If they cover the opening ceremony, there are unlikely to still be there for the Ritual.

7. Tell them a bit about the Pagan Pride Project and how it got started. Do NOT go into a long dissertation about different forms of Paganism. Let THEM ask you about this if they want it in the article/tv segment. Refer them to the paganpride.org website for more details or have something printed up to hand to them as reference material.

8. You will be asked how YOU got into Paganism. Here again, think in “soundbites” and how what you say will sound to the public-at-large. Including an amusing or interesting incident is always a good idea. Don’t tell them your whole life story. It always helps to tell them about any “normal” things that you do in your community unconnected to Paganism. Do you belong to any groups to help your local area in general? Tell them how you are accepted by non-Pagans in these groups. If you are NOT well-accepted, don’t mention the group at all!

9. PHOTOS/ FILMING: Smile. Look friendly. TV in particular may have to do more than one take (usually because the cameraperson screwed up). Accept this gracefully and patiently. Do not be coerced into posing in any way that makes you feel uncomfortable. Example: if it is windy/raining and you need a break to adjust your clothing, say so.

10.  Do not go into the gory details about permits and insurance unless asked! You want the basic info to go in the story, not extraneous material that may antagonise the permit-givers and the people who control the site of your event. Do NOT divulge any confidential info from the Paganpride email list discussions!

11.  Please do not assume that media reporters live only to “trick you” into saying things you don’t want to say. Most of us have better things to do with our busy schedules than this. If you behave in an open and friendly manner, there should be no need to worry about this happening.

12.  Think before you speak. Make sure you understand the question. If you don’t understand anything, ask them to re-phrase the question for you.

13.  If you don’t know the answer to a question, say so. Don’t fake it. Or say “may I get back to you later about this?”

The more times you do a media interview, the easier it gets. I am sure you will do just fine. If you have any questions or problems, contact me at cerridwen@technopagans.co.uk.

