Paganpride European Media Guide

by Cerridwen Connelly

Greetings to all RCs and LCs in Europe and anywhere else on the planet, as well as anyone who wants to learn how to effectively and efficiently compose a News Release and promote an event through the media!

As well as being PPP’s RC for Northern and Western Europe, and LC for the UK, I am a photo-journalist with long experience working for most UK national newspapers, BBC-TV and regional commercial TV networks, and radio stations. I also write for Pagan and archaeology magazines, journals and online e-zines throughout the world.

My first piece of advice is to KEEP IT CONCISE! 

Media people will read the first four or five paragraphs if you grab their attention with essential data, such as what, when and where the event is taking place. They do NOT want to read a long polemic about Paganism! If you send them a lengthy dissertation instead of a concise news release, it will end up in the newsroom dustbin or the email “deleted” box. Trust me on this.

If they want more info, they will contact YOU and do an interview over the phone or in person. This is the very reason why releases should be brief. You want to entice media into interviewing you about the event.

How to Contact the Media:

Use email. This will involve collecting the email addresses for the newsrooms of all of your local, regional, and national daily and weekly newspapers, tv networks, local tv stations, radio stations, and Pagan magazines, major Pagan email forum announcement lists, Witchvox, Pagan e-zines, and Pagan websites that carry news and events for your country and internationally.

This means looking up the phone numbers of your country’s media resources and phoning them to ask for their newsroom email addresses. This is a drag but absolutely necessary. Put them in a special file in your email addressbook and make a hardcopy printout just in case your computer ever crashes. Add new resources as you discover them.

Once you have your database, you will be able to send your releases to everyone all in one go. Easy, yes?

Do NOT keep sending it day after day if you do not get an immediate response! Doing this would make you look unprofessional and get you ignored, or worse – achieve negative publicity!

*****

The following sample Press Release should be adapted to your own event and sent out to ALL local and national news sources including newspapers, tv and radio and Pagan resources ONE MONTH before your event, and again SEVEN DAYS before your event.

Please Note: this was the release I used for PPD=UK 2003. Notes in italics are NOT part of the release!!

Pagan Pride Day UK 2003

When:

 SUNDAY 21 September from 4PM through 8 PM
           * PHOTO OPP - PEAK TIME 6.45-7.15PM (Sunset Ritual)

Where: 

Avebury Circle, Avebury, Wilts

What:
PAGAN PRIDE DAY takes place in ten countries at the Autumnal Equinox  and
was founded in North America in 1998. This is Britain's third annual PPD
event.

Purpose:

1. For Pagans to openly meet each other and share experiences, food, and
celebration of The Autumnal Equinox at a British sacred site.
2. For non-Pagans to meet real live Pagans and our children in a positive
party atmosphere.
3. to raise funds for worthy causes through our Charity Auction.


Schedule of Events:

4PM Opening Blessing by DragonOak
4.10PM Greetings and site courtesy: Robert Mimmack - National Trust Dir. for
Avebury
4.15PM  open-air talks, workshops, children's activities, acoustic musicians
6.15PM potluck dinner (media welcome to join us)
6.30PM charity auction
7.00 PM Equinox Sunset Ritual

Guest Speakers:
Author Michael Dames - Avebury Pre-history and Archaeology
Cerridwen DragonOak Connelly - Quantum Resonce Living : 21st Century
Witchcraft
Rev'd Richard Thomas - Q & A with Pagans
Gordon Rhymer - Pagan Activities in Avebury

Organiser: 

CERRIDWEN DRAGON-OAK CONNELLY
                 * The Southampton Witch who performed the Blessing at
Southampton Football Club's new stadium and removed the "curse" on Wales’
Millenium Stadium south dressing-room.


*If anyone on your team is known to the public – such as an organiser or a speaker, mention something they have done to get the attention of the reporters and editors reading the release. This will add to their interest to cover your event and possibly do a pre-event interview with you and/or this person.


Sponsors:
"Pentacle Magazine" - The UK's largest selling independent Pagan/Ecology
Quarterly Magazine
The Merlin Project for Welsh Cultural Heritage

Individuals and Shops Donating to our Charity Auction:
Poppy Palin
DragonOak
The Sashi Shop- North Baddesley, Hants
Avalon - two shops in Romsey, Hants
Majik Earth - Southampton
more.

Cerridwen DragonOak says:

"I was overwhelmed by the warm response from thousands of non-Pagans who
told me they think Pagans and witches are "OK" after seeing my Blessing of
St. Mary's Stadium, especially when SFC began suddenly winning home games. A
similar response followed the Millenium Stadium DressingRoom Blessing, with
similar instant results for the teams using it.

Pagan Pride Day provides the opportunity for Pagans and non-Pagans from all
parts of the UK to meet face to face and discover that Pagans are people
just like everyone else.

As a photo-journalist myself,  I say to my colleagues in the British media
that your time will not be wasted by covering this event on 21 September.
Please join us.

*You may be wondering why I put the contacts at the bottom and not at the top. This is to encourage the editors to read the whole page. If you put the contacts at the top it makes you look insecure and unprofessional.

Contact:
Email: cerridwen@technopagans.co.uk
event website: http://www.technopagans.co.uk
phone: (01794) 341463
mobile: 0775 260 3584

*Advance interviews with 24 hours notice please!

*****

